10 AM, and began, and began, since everything stopped
whenever another Band member walked in the door.
Somehow, mostly thanks to the ten core members of the
Memorial Band, the six musical selections were rehearsed.
Schrade Cutlery designed and donated memorial
knives for distribution to the ninety living Clayton’s
Memorial Band members.
Town Historian Katharine T. Terwilliger, in addition
to unlimited assistance with documentation of historical
facts and the publication of a memorial history of
Clayton’s Band, funded luncheon for returning Band
members at the Library.
Beginning at noon on July 6, 1985, a wonderfully
emotional luncheon, reunion, and opening of the Band exhibit flowed seamlessly. Unfortunately, so did the rain that
began to come down in buckets during the luncheon,
effectively killing the plan to have an outdoor concert.
At 4 PM on Saturday, July 6,1985, Clayton’s Memorial Band, led by George Wolf, former Drum Major of
Clayton’s Military Band, filed into the main adult area of
the Library to perform in concert (photo above, Bruce
Belanger upper right). Twenty-seven veteran Band
members were part of the Memorial Band.
The program included the National Anthem and four
marches, as well as comments by Library Board President
Patricia Clinton, Miss Terwilliger, and for the Band,
George Wolf.
The program concluded with the audience of about
300 singing “Auld Lang Syne” as the Band played... and
not a dry eye in the house!
For the history buff or musician who wants to learn
more about Clayton’s Band, consult the display and collection of memorabilia at Terwilliger House, watch one
of the videotapes of “Remembering Clayton’s” or read the
booklet published by the Ellenville Public Library & Museum in celebration of the reunion. It was a glorious event!
(As usual, photos and artifacts used in this article are
from the collection of the Ellenville Public Library &
Museum, used with their courtesy and permission.)
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