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"I don't wanna wear a tie... Or a serious expression...
In the middle of July."– Peter Pan; Lyrics by Carolyn Leigh

 At the July meeting of the Ellenville Revolving Loan Fund –
the worthy body that makes capital available to local businesses
committed to growing in this area – one could see the sartorial
divide that may never be resolved in our time, though the edges are
softening. To wit: what is the appropriate and acceptable business
attire for a small-town rural community in a mountain resort belt?
 Only 10 AM, the day promised to push into the 80s, with that
slightly sticky mugginess that has one constantly calculating the
time and distance to the next air-conditioned venue. This observer,
a dedicated fan of ventilated, moisture-wicking, hi-tech Supplex &
Coolmax apparel (developed for tarpon fishing in the Caribbean),
was cool and dry in short sleeves and shorts. And NO necktie!
 (Journalist Linda Ellerbee observes, “If men can run the world,
why can't they stop wearing neckties? How intelligent is it to start
the day by tying a little noose around your neck?” According to
recent research, not very smart at all: A study published in The
British Journal of Ophthalmology found that wearing a tightly tied
necktie had a significant effect on blood pressure within the eye, the
most important known risk factor for the development of glaucoma.
By constricting the jugular vein, ties worn too tightly increase
pressure inside the eye in only a few minutes. Ouch!)
 Two tie-less Board members – a printer and a manufacturer/
designer – were also wearing casual short-sleeves and shorts. Two
lawyers, an insurance man, and a pharmacist wore short-sleeve
white dress shirts with a tie; three had jackets, though draped over
the backs of their chairs. To that extent, comfort triumphed over
style and propriety. (If memory serves, the ties were loosened, too.)
The rest were dressed “neat casual,” e.g. knit golf shirt and slacks.
 Now, business was conducted, and sage advice came from both
the dressed-up and the dressed-down; none acted as if they felt over
or under-dressed. True, everyone knew everyone very well, and
nobody had to make any kind of “first impression.” (One lawyer
later confided that the jacket and tie was because of a closing later
that day.) Indeed, morticians aside, if you spot a suit-and-tie on
Canal or Main, chances are high it’s NOT a local resident!
 This isn’t just a summer concern; are hunting-style jackets and
down vests not “suitable” when ordinary “business” suits seem too
flimsy for brisk days? And, of course, many laborers, by the very
nature of their work, are simply not suited to wearing, well, suits.

So, here’s this month’s challenge: can we agree on, or come up
with, an all-purpose “business-friendly” locally-identifiable ward-
robe that “works” in our hot&cold region, is very comfortable and
healthy to wear, but wouldn’t make anyone “socially” uncomfort-
able if worn in a more “formal” setting. For example, most serious
business is conducted in Hawaii every day in the most unserious,
loud, floral shirts; in many tropical countries, a guayabera (a sheer,
four-pocket, short-sleeve shirt) is worn outside the pants, eliminat-
ing the need for coat or tie! Bermuda shorts are now, finally, ac-
ceptable attire even in Bermuda’s Parliament (though the “official”
image of yellow shorts and a dark coat & tie seems a bit schizoid)!
 Anyone for starting a fashion trend in “WawarsingWear”?

Cover: 2003 Blueberry Festival, Canal Street,
Ellenville, Town of Wawarsing, Ulster County,
New York, USA. (Photo by Sylvia Kalipolites) Our
first color cover doesn’t have to work too hard:
balloons, sky, street, cop uniform... all BLUE! Join
us August 28th for the combined Harvest Music
Festival Street Fair with the Shawangunk Mountain
Wild Blueberry & Huckleberry Festival; Schedule
and details on page 16 and following.

We want to thank the following Distribution Locations for
agreeing to carry Wawarsing.Net —
Ellenville: 1) Canal Street: Berme Rd. to Ann: Chamber Office, Thornton
Hardware, Canal Lodge Adult Care, Ellenville Lumber, Top Shelf Jewelry,
JM Originals, NuDesign Furniture, Time-Warner Cable, McCarthy Agency,
Village Cleaners, Carolion Mane Cut, Curves, The Eye Studio, Aroma Thyme.
2) Canal Street: Ann to Liberty: Hidden Treasures, La Bella Pizza, Shadowland
Theatre, Dollar World, Stedner Printing, Wags, Ellenville Post Office.
3) Canal Street: Liberty to Main: B&G General Store, Matthews Tailor, Ed &
Al's Barber Shop, Liquor Store, State Farm, Fort Lox Bagels, Sprague & Killeen,
Lighthouse Deli, Matthews Pharmacy, Ellenville Florist, Town Hall.
4) Canal Street: Main to Ulster: Loucks Funeral, Ellenville Village Hall,
Provident Bank, Fleet Bank, Stewart's (Ellenville), LadyKathryn’s, Ellenville
Library, Dr. Paul Lonstein, Wilson's Market.
5) Center Street: Getty Mart, H&R Block, Cohen's Bakery, Napa, Dominick’s.
6) South Main Street: Ellenville Medical Group, Johnny's Super Service,
Dollar General, Burger King, Berger & Solomon, Stoeckeler Realty, Collier
Motor Car Co., Lonstein Chiropractic, Shanghai Red, Mobil Mart.
7) Cragsmoor: Cragsmoor Library, Cragsmoor Post Office, Ice Caves.
8) Rte. 209 to Spring Glen: Richard’s (SCC), Nevele Grande, Gold Mtn.,
Spring Glen Grocery, Spring Glen Post Office, County Line Restaurant.
9) North Main: Spring to Village line: Euro Deli, RiteAid, Ellenville Dodge,
McDonalds, Kalter Kaplan, Dr. Lukoff, Ellenville Beverage, Craft Chiropractic,
Dianna’s, Hair Encounter, Lucille Hand, Ellenville Ceramic Tile, Pizza Hut,
Ellenridge, Ace Hardware.
10) Rte. 209 to Napanoch: B. Petroleum, B & H Garage, Route 209 Diner,
Ellenville Auto Parts, Ellenville Hospital, Family Practice Center, China House,
Spin City, Hollywood Cuts, Il Paradiso.
11) Napanoch: Peters Market, James' General Store, Country Flowers,
Brother John's, Napanoch Post Office, Chinese No. 1, VIP Video, Rické Len's.
12) Wawarsing to Kerhonkson: Wawarsing PO, Citgo Xtra Mart
(Wawarsing), Dr. John Lichtenstein, Exxon (44-55), STS Tire, Stewart's
(Kerhonkson), Swim King, Mountain View Diner, Kerhonkson PO.
13) Also: Ellenville School, Ulster County Tourist Information Office (Kingston),
Ramada Inn (Kingston), Summitville PO, Mamakating Methodist Church, Skyway
Resort, Jellystone Park, Ukrainian American Youth Camp.

***Locations in bold are “anchor locations” in the zone
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