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“A remarkable man from Wawarsing
Could expound without stumbling or pausing
Monikers for the place
Any people could trace
As the village or town of their sourcing.” – SK

 Last month’s column by Dr. Richard Craft, about the amusing
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and interesting family names one finds locally, led to some musings
about the larger families we all belong to... the names we share
based not so much on genetics as on geographics.
 Here’s this month’s editorial premise: if one can’t instantly and
smoothly pronounce the one word that answers the question
“Where are you from?” without using the words “I’m from...” then
one is at a distinct disadvantage in a world of proud identities.
 How’s that again? OK... after a stranger asks “What’s your
name?” (Pat Doe, let’s say) and “What do you do for a living?”
(Teacher, let’s say), how would YOU answer “And where are you
from?” without the obvious “I’m from Ellenville (or Wawarsing,
Cragsmoor, Napanoch, Spring Glen, Kerhonkson, etc.).”
 Before trying, let’s look at some easy examples. Most easy
examples are the result of adding an –er, or –an, or –ian, or –ite
after the place name, perhaps with some subtraction. So, New York
becomes “New Yorker” (technically “Nooyawkuh”), San Francisco
becomes “San Franciscan,” Boston becomes “Bostonian,” Moscow
becomes “Muscovite.” Even with states and countries there are
some obvious ones: Virginia/Virginian, Italy/Italian, America/
American (technically “yank”). Some corner-cutting turns Texas to
Texan, and Kansas to Kansan, Britain/Brit, Scotland/Scot (though
someone from England isn’t an “Eng”. And don’t ask how folks
from Saugerties became “Sawyers”!).
 Some of these terms are official, some merely the result of
tradition and use. For our purposes, assume there are NO official
local terms (most likely the case, anyway).
 So... a person from Ellenville is an... Ellenvillian? (Sounds like
Vaudevillian, but since the root for that IS Vaudeville, that would at
least be logical. Did you know that the word “villain” originally just
meant what country folk called a village/town/city dweller, to
whom they ascribed low moral character?) Ellenvillite? Ellenviller?
Ellenvillager? Ellenvillan? Have YOU called yourself any of these?
W
 
W
 
 
m
 
 
 
a
w
b
r
a

We want to thank the following Distribution Locations for
agreeing to carry Wawarsing.Net —
Ellenville: 1) Canal Street: Berme Rd. to Ann: Chamber Office, Thornton
Hardware, Canal Lodge Adult Care, Ellenville Lumber, Top Shelf Jewelry,
JM Originals, NuDesign Furniture, Time-Warner Cable, McCarthy Agency,
Village Cleaners, Carolion Mane Cut, Curves, The Eye Studio, Boob Tube,
Aroma Thyme Bistro.
2) Canal Street: Ann to Liberty: Hidden Treasures, La Bella Pizza, Dollar
World, Stedner Printing, Wags, Ellenville Post Office.
3) Canal Street: Liberty to Main: B&G General Store, Matthews Tailor, Ed &
Al's Barber Shop, Liquor Store, State Farm, Fort Lox Bagels, Sprague & Killeen,
Lighthouse Deli, Matthews Pharmacy, Ellenville Florist, Town Hall.
4) Canal Street: Main to Ulster: M&T Bank, Loucks Funeral, Ellenville Village
Hall, Provident Bank, Fleet Bank, Stewart's (Ellenville), LadyKathryn’s,
Ellenville Library, Dr. Paul Lonstein, Wilson's Market.
5) Center Street: Getty Mart, H&R Block, Cohen's Bakery, Napa, Dominick’s.
6) South Main Street: Ellenville Medical Group, Johnny's Super Service,
Dollar General, Burger King, Berger & Solomon, Stoeckeler Realty, Collier
Motor Car Co., Lonstein Chiropractic, Shanghai Red, Mobil Mart.
7) Cragsmoor: Cragsmoor Library, Cragsmoor Post Office.
8) Rte. 209 to Spring Glen: Richard’s (SCC), Nevele Grande, Gold Mtn.,
Spring Glen Grocery, Spring Glen Post Office, County Line Restaurant.
9) North Main: Spring to Village line: Euro Deli, RiteAid, Ellenville Dodge,
McDonalds, Kalter Kaplan, Dr. Lukoff, Ellenville Beverage, Craft Chiropractic,
Dianna’s, Hair Encounter, Lucille Hand, Ellenville Ceramic Tile, Pizza Hut,
Ellenridge, Ace Hardware.
10) Rte. 209 to Napanoch: B. Petroleum, B & H Garage, Route 209 Diner,
Ellenville Auto Parts, Ellenville Hospital, Family Practice Center, China House,
Spin City, Hollywood Cuts, Il Paradiso.
11) Napanoch: Peters Market, James' General Store, Guzman’s Bakery,
Brother John's, Napanoch Post Office, Chinese No. 1, VIP Video, Rické Len's.
12) Wawarsing to Kerhonkson: Wawarsing PO, Citgo Xtra Mart
(Wawarsing), Dr. John Lichtenstein, Exxon (44-55), STS Tire, M & M Variety,
Stewart's (Kerhonkson), Swim King, Mountain View Diner, Kerhonkson PO.
13) Also: Ellenville School, Ulster County Tourist Information Office (Kingston),
Ramada Inn (Kingston), Summitville PO, Mamakating Methodist Church.

***Locations in bold are “anchor locations” in the zone
ould you want to be so yclept? See the problem?
How about Wawarsing... Wawarsinger? Wawarsingite?

awarsingian? Wawarsingtonian? Wawarrior? Wawawah?
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Napanocker? Napanochian? Napanocchio? Napacino?
Cragsmoorian? Cragsmoorite? Crag? Cragsmoororless? (How

any have been called Cragsmorons in a fit of annoyance?)
Kerhonsonian? Kerhonksonite? Kerhonker? Kerhonksonofa...?
For sheer giggles... is someone from Accord an Accordian?!!!
OK, see what we’re dealing with? Unless we ALL can agree on

pleasant-sounding, easily-pronounced term we can say with pride,
e will always feel embarrassed to simply say, “I’m a (fill-in-the-
lank)!” Your homework for this month is to think about this and
espond, by email, fax, phone, or post what YOU think are the best
nd brightest terms for us all (booby prizes for the funniest!).

Cover: New Ellenville Park Clock, Canal & Main
Streets, Ellenville, Town of Wawarsing, Ulster
County, New York, USA. This clock and its
installation were the gift of Provident Bank to the
Village. Details on page 6. Read Marion Dumond’s
article, page 16, on the history of banks & banking
in Ellenville.
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