Miss Katie’s Kids Korner

Gifts and Giving

by Katie Taylor

It’s December and the Holidays
are upon us. This time of year brings
to mind getting together with friends
and family, eating lots of good food
and giving and receiving presents.
Regardless of your religious affilia-
tion, December is the month of pres-
ents. My uncle used to take pictures
of my cousins in their robes standing
in front of the Christmas tree. If the
tree was full and there were a LOT of
presents underneath it, it was a good
year; if it was a skinny tree with just a
few presents, it was a bad year.

We are told to believe that more
and bigger is better, but sometimes
Less with thought and caring can be

est.

What I remember most about my
childhood Christmases isn’t the
amount of presents under the tree, but
the care “Santa” put into my stockmg
Santa was actuallp y my grandmother
who made stockings for everyone in
the family. With eight kids and six
adults, this was not an easy task. She
would squirrel away little trinkets all
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year: treasures like bubble pens, yo-
yos, mini flashlights, and change
purses. Each item would then be
wrapped in green, red, or white tissue
paper and tied with a ribbon — no
scotch tape. Presented in carefully-
folded tissue paper, even a pair of
socks became something special.

Another of my chllghood holiday
traditions was my father taking me
downtown to Macy’s the Saturday
before Christmas to see Santa and buy
my mother a present. I don’t remem-
ber one present I bought for my
mother. [ do remember a bracelet I
made for her at summer camp. I re-
member the bracelet because my
mother still has it in her jewelry box.
If your child asks you wil‘lat you want
for Christmas, do yourself a favor and
tell him that you would like him to
make you something. Give some sug-
gestions and be specific. You could...
= Create and frame a family tree
= Bake a batch of your favorite
cookies
= Make a tape of your favorite
songs
m Make holiday decorations
/= Write a story, poem, song, or play
and perform it for the famlly
= Make a coupon book of “chores”
to be redeemed throughout the year:
one dinner, one room clean up, one
taking out trash, one babysitting for
younger sibling, etc.

Some years your child wants
THE BIG present. For example, if
he’s been going around the house
singing “I want a Song PlayStation
One Console” like a mantra, he really
wants it. Of course, in addition, he’ll
be expecting the giant size Hershey
bar with the $10 bill inside that he has
come to expect every year, but this
year he wants a BIG present as well.
As a parent, you’ll know the
difference.

(Katie Taylor teaches Kindermusik at the
Christ Lutheran Church in Ellenville.
She’s accepting enrollment for the Spring
’04 session, which will be starting in
February. For more information you may
contact her at 647-7291.)
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FORALL YOUR PETS |
S[; re AND PET-FRIENDLY |
HUMANS I
BIRDFEEDER
HOOKERY FEEDER CRANE |
SUET ~ SEEDBELLS '
BIRDSEED I
SUNFLOWER SEED I
SQUIRREL Mix I
SQUIRREL FEEDER I
WILDLIFE FOOD BLOCKS I
REINDEER FOOD I
SALT BLOCKS I
AQUARIUM SET-UP I
AQUARIUM STAND I
GRAVEL |
ORNAMENTS / PLANTS |
AERATOR ORNAMENT |
PREMIUM PET FOODS I
ComFY NEw BED I
CRATE / CARRIER I
Biscuits / COOKIES I
CHEW TREATS I
Tovs I
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COLLAR / LEASH / HARNESS |
SPAY/NEUTER CERTIFICATE |
LITTER BOX I
CATNIP
SCRATCHING PosT
BIRD CAGE
BIRD TOYS
BIRD TREATS
SMALL ANIMAL HABITAT
SMALL ANIMAL TREATS
SMALL ANIMAL TOYS
GIFT CERTIFICATE
9-5:30 MON- FRI | 9 - 2 SAT
7 LIBERTY SQUARE
(by the Post Office)

ELLENVILLE 845-647-4700

Dianne E. Turner, Pres./Mgr.
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