Town Topics

citizens and business leaders will meet in June and establish a master plan for its use. The cost of this project will
be financed by another grant.
In keeping with these plans, the FAA has just announced further improvements to the airport totaling over
$11.4 million. During 2003, the long-awaited obstructionremoval project will be completed, which will eliminate
all the trees on the VAW end of the runway. Next year, we
will see the razing of the two existing buildings, the extension of the taxiway to the end of the runway, the relocation
of the fuel farm, removal of the old fuel tanks, two new
navigational aids, extension of the apron to accommodate
hangars, the construction of a new maintenance shed and
storage for our vehicles, and the relocation of the one
razed building that can be bolted back together again.
For all of this, the town’s share is a nickel on a dollar,
which is a small price to pay to achieve a greater return on
our investment in increased air activity and economic
growth.
Small town airports are slowly disappearing, making
way for large housing tracts, which often costs more in
services than they are worth. I’d rather have a facility that
generates income than one that increases taxes.

The FAA is placing great stock in JYR Airport.
They see its value and are willing to invest federal
dollars to improve our economic base which includes
industry and tourism. We have an excellent working
relationship with them and they appreciate how we
have done our part in making this happen. This is just
another part of the mix which makes our town unique
from all the rest. I’m proud of our accomplishments
and it’s only going to get better. You haven’t heard
the best yet.
by Richard Craft, Supervisor, Town of Wawarsing

UP, UP, AND AWAY!
For many years, the Joseph Y. Resnick Airport has
been “out of sight, out of mind.” Its existence has been
barely acknowledged simply because most of us don’t fly
and many do not see any value in its presence.
Realizing its potential to help our economy grow, the
town board has taken a proactive position towards its self
sufficiency. We have given it a priority which someday
will pay big dividends for the town.
As a federally-funded airport, we have obligations to
the FAA to proceed with improvements. Just in case we
decide to let it die a slow death, the FAA has the power to
require us to pay back the millions of dollars they have
sunk into its development. To me it is easier and cheaper
to work with the federal system, knowing that at some
time soon, our airport will prove to be an asset of major
proportions. In preparation for that time, the Town, FAA,
and NY State have been working to make JYR a 24/7, allweather facility.
We have already received grants for new snow removal equipment, temporary storage equipment, a new
fuel farm, and computerized credit card system, allowing
for fueling twenty-four hours a day. The town has also
added a fulltime maintenance worker, upgraded and replaced the airport lighting, purchased essential equipment
and supplies, improved the main hangar, and has instituted
a monthly billing system for all rentals and tie downs.
Security has also been improved. With this increase in
services has come increased activity both home-based and
transient.
The next phase is ready to be put in place, with plans
to upgrade our Airport Layout Plan. A committee of local
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(Contact: Supervisor Craft, Town Hall, 108 Canal St.,
P.O. Box 671, Ellenville NY 12428
Telephone: 845-647-6570 Ext 1; Fax: 845-647-1046;
TTY: 845-647-1046; E-Mail: pat@mtntop.net)

CANAL LODGE
ADULT CARE CENTER
Are you or someone you know caring
for an elderly family member?
Do you feel like you need “a day off”?
We can help in more ways than one!

OUR PROGRAM PROVIDES:
Innovative daily activities
Nursing supervision
Peer social interaction
Hot meals and snacks
Plus so much more!
FOR MORE
INFORMATION
*CALL 647-8461*
or stop by Canal Lodge Adult Care Center
221 Canal Street, Ellenville, NY 12428
(across from Thornton’s Hardware)
A Program of Ulster Home Care, Inc.
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