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 Suggesting to the Ellenville-Wawarsing Chamber of
Commerce Board and the W.Net Committee that we feature
the 2003 Village Elections as the central focus of the March
issue – and even consider taking ads from the candidates or
parties – caused some eyebrows to be raised noticeably.
 A Chamber director later remarked that “the Chamber is
NOT political.” Well... yes... of course. The Chamber (and
Wawarsing.Net, too, by extension) should not, must not, and
will not endorse candidates, take sides, or base any of its
decisions on partisan political considerations.
 But, if local elections are too important to simply ignore,
shouldn’t it be possible to present unbiased and balanced
information to help the voters make their best decisions?
 Yes, admittedly, it would be a tightrope act, and success
would depend on our absolute even-handedness. First, each
candidate must receive an identical questionnaire in a timely
fashion, and must respond to only those questions. Answers
could be as short or long as desired, but we’d reserve the
right to edit overly long or off-topic replies. Also critical:
identical-size photos; strict alphabetical order; no more than
one page for anyone; equal opportunity to place ads (ads we
could reject, if they violated decorum, or our mandate).
 If we did our job right – i.e., no complaints, everyone
pleased, and the voters getting what they needed – perhaps
when the idea to cover School, Town, or County races is
raised later, the eyebrows will NOT be!
 So, please let us know how we did on this one!
 We have usually (and mostly serendipitously) had
themes weaving through each issue, beginning with the cover
art, which then led, e.g., to the commissioned historical
articles. (Did you notice that trees have been in every cover
to date? Hmmm.) Now that we’re getting some traction, we
can look ahead and set up some planned theme issues months
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We want to thank the following Distribution Locations for
carrying our FREE Publication, Wawarsing.Net —
Ellenville: Canal Street: Thornton Hardware, Canal Lodge Adult Care,
Ellenville Lumber, Top Shelf Jewelry, JM Originals, Nu-Design Furniture, Time
Warner Cable, Village Cleaners, Curves, Paraco Gas, Baseball Card Shoppe,
Hidden Treasures, La Bella Pizza, Coin-op Laundry Washmat, Dollar World,
Stedner Printing, Dominick's Pizza, Wags, Ellenville Post Office, Fort Lox
Bagels, Sprague & Killeen, B&G General Store, Ed & Al's Barber Shop, Mail
Boxes & More, Lighthouse Deli, Matthews Pharmacy, Ellenville Florist, Ace
Hardware, Wawarsing Supervisor Office, Wawarsing Town Hall, Stewart's
(Ellenville), Ellenville National Bank, Ellenville Library, Optimum Window, Skip's
Wawarsing Service, Wilson's Market.
Center Street: Ellenville Medical Group, Johnny's Super Service, Getty Mart,
H & R Block, Cohen's Bakery, Napa Auto, Visions.
South Main Street: Berger & Solomon, Stoeckeler Realty, Kaiser Murray
Collier, Shanghai Red.
North Main Street: M & T Bank, Ellenville Village Hall, Ellenville Dodge,
Osterhoudt Excavating, Euro Deli, McDonalds, RiteAid, Ellenville Beverage,
Craft Chiropractic, Hair Encounter, Lucille Hand, Ellenville Ceramic & Tile,
Pizza Hut, Family Dollar.
Rte. 209 to Napanoch: Dunkin' Donuts, Boob Tube, B. Petroleum, B & H
Garage, Route 209 Diner, Ellenville Auto Parts, Ellenville Hospital, Family
Practice Center, China House, GNC, Spin City, Creative Clippers, Il Paradiso.
Napanoch: Peters Market, James' General Store, Brother John's, Guzman's
Bakery, Napanoch PO, Katherine's Korner, Valley Mall Wines, Ricke Len's.
Wawarsing to Kerhonkson: 209 Sand & Gravel, Wawarsing PO, Citgo
Xtra Mart (Wawarsing), Colonial Motel, Dr. John Lichtenstein, Exxon (44-55),
Minnewaska Motors, STS Tire, M & M Variety, Stewart's (Kerhonkson),
Mountain View Diner, Kerhonkson Post Office.
South/East of Ellenville: Callaway Club, Nevele Grande, Gold Mountain,
Spring Glen Grocery, Spring Glen Post Office, County Line Rest. Ice Caves,
Cragsmoor Library, Cragsmoor Post Office.
Also: Ellenville School, Ulster County Tourist Information Office (Kingston).
(Don’t see your location listed here? Call or email to be added to our route!)
in advance, the better to entice writers and advertisers!
April: Fishing, Gardening
May: Shadowland Theatre, Memorial Day
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June: Golf (Already have a piece on the lost Cragsmoor CC)
July: Ice Caves/Sam's Point/Hiking Trails/Independence Day
August: Harvest/Blueberry Festivals
September: Back to School
October/November: Hunting (Elections? See above)

These are still tentative suggestions, and much depends
on how much material is submitted to us in time. Please
check out the writers’ guidelines in the February issue, or call
with your ideas. Advertisers, please take note, too!

Cover: Village Hall-Municipal Building,
Ellenville, Town of Wawarsing, Ulster County,
New York, USA. An untitled portrait has hung just
outside the Mayor’s office for years. Now, thanks
to contributing historian Marion Dumond, the
man’s identity is finally revealed! Read the feature
article on page 22 to discover WHO can rightly be
called the “Father of Ellenville”!
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